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Officer Matson raced into the Tree of
Life synagogue and was shot seven
times as he chased down the shooter.
Officer Matson has undergone 12 sur-
geries. I understand he has more in the
future, but he made the trip to Wash-
ington to be in the gallery last night.

We are proud of the bravery and her-
oism of both Officer Matson and Mr.
Samet. It was an honor to have them
in the Chamber last night.

The President and First Lady also
welcomed a World War II and D-day
veteran; the first man to step on the
Moon; a childhood cancer survivor;
former prisoners who, thanks to crimi-
nal justice reform, have their lives
back; and many other special guests.

The State of the Union is both a time
to reflect and look to the future, and
this administration has achieved
record-setting accomplishments. The
policies being put forth truly are lift-
ing up all Americans and setting a
foundation to build a safe, strong, and
proud America:

We have worked to combat the opioid
crisis; we have provided relief from
burdensome regulations; we have given
our military the resources it needs to
be successful; and we can continue to
work towards solving the very serious
problems facing this Nation.

Now, I thank President Trump for
outlining his vision for the path for-
ward, and I look forward to working to-
gether to overcome some of our great-
est challenges. I know we can do it be-
cause it is the American way.

———

STATE OF THE UNION CELE-
BRATED WHAT IS GREAT ABOUT
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, last
night, in this very Chamber, we heard
a lot about what has made America the
strong country it is: the ideals, the
founding ideals, and the strength of
which, when the people are able to put
their will, their way behind it, has
made us the greatest country in the
world.

What the President outlined were
many important things. We have to
keep coming back to the situation at
our border.

Now, interestingly, polls taken last
night by CBS and CNN—not the bas-
tions of conservatism or the supporters
of President Trump that you would ex-
pect—both of these polls, the people’s
voice across this country added up to
76 percent somewhat support or strong-
ly support the measures the President
had talked about in securing our bor-
der.

We can get into the semantics, if you
want to call it a wall or call it a fence,
whatever it is. ‘““A strong fence makes
for good neighbors”—an old cowboy
saying.

The President laid out a plan that he
wants to work with this Congress to
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get to a resolution on that, not an ex-
ecutive order. But in the time since we
came up with this temporary solution
here for 3 weeks, the negotiations from
that side of the aisle have been zip.

Is that what people see as this Cham-
ber, that this process is supposed to be?
No. They want us at the table coming
up with solutions.

The President has reached out with
an olive branch, saying: We will give
you 3 more weeks on this. Let’s get the
government reopened and get a solu-
tion on this.

Instead, gridlock.

What the President talked about was
greatness instead of gridlock. That is
what this Nation is about. That is what
we need.

Instead, we hear around here that the
crisis isn’t something at our border,
isn’t something with the immigration
problem we have. We hear about cli-
mate change. Climate change, climate
change—a manufactured problem, a
manufactured crisis.

Indeed, the United States is leading
the way of all the westernized coun-
tries, all the industrialized countries,
of lowering its CO, numbers, leading
the way by things we are already doing
and innovating. Yet that is the first
thing, that the religion of climate
change can be tapped around here to
stop the progress we have when we can
make more progress by being a thriv-
ing, strong economy. The crisis isn’t
that. It would be much more so our
crushing national debt and our border
situation.

If we don’t provide for our own secu-
rity as a nation, then we don’t really
have much. So let’s solve these issues.
As we prosper, as we do better, we can
even improve more on doing things en-
vironmentally more strongly.

I come from northern California,
where the climate has been pretty
tough with the drought. The climate is
pretty tough where our forest burns
around us and amongst us, like in the
town of Paradise, the town of Redding,
and other areas of the district that are
so negatively affected by that.

The crisis doesn’t lie in the religion
of climate change. The crisis lies in us
doing whatever we can to protect our
citizens at the border, from the crush-
ing national debt, and from the threat-
ened export of our jobs that we should
be employing our own people here.

Mr. Speaker, there is room for a lot
of optimism. We heard that message of
optimism last night from the Presi-
dent, again, right in this Chamber,
when he mentioned our great heroes
from World War II who were here last
night and one of the people he liberated
from those camps where the Germans
held the Jewish people and executed so
many of them and abused so many
more.

What a great story of optimism and
what America is about, liberating and
preserving freedom in this country and
around the world, and one of the high-
lights in my time here in this U.S.
House of Representatives to see those
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people come together so many years
later and celebrating what is great
about America and how it exports that
freedom and opportunity to the rest of
the world.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 12
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Rabbi Arnold E. Resnicoff, U.S. Navy
Chaplain, Retired, Washington, D.C.,
offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, we the people stand
before You, some in prayer, all in need.

Armed with our Founders’ prayers
and dreams: more perfect Union—Iless
divided; liberty and justice—for us and
our posterity.

We the people don’t give up. Neither
should our leaders.

Let our Nation never slumber: no
closings, fits and starts; no honest pay
denied for honest work; no time out
from efforts to improve our lives,
achieve our dreams.

On this day—1971—Alan Shepard hit
two golf balls on the Moon: first human
swings beyond the confines of the
Earth.

At our best, fair play defines our
work with some room for playfulness.
We pursue, achieve extraordinary
dreams with humor, joy—a touch of
grace.

Reignite that joy and grace, we pray;
make no room for hate or threats, or
closing shop. Reignite our dreams, as
we—our better angels—reunite for
progress toward more perfect times.

And may we say, amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire (Ms.
KUSTER) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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WELCOMING RABBI ARNOLD E.
RESNICOFF

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
BEYER) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Rabbi Arnold E.
Resnicoff who led us in the opening
prayer today.

Rabbi Resnicoff is an American con-
servative rabbi who served as a mili-
tary officer and military chaplain. He
served in Vietnam and in Europe before
attending rabbinical school, and then
went on to serve as a U.S. Navy chap-
lain for almost 5 years. He promoted
the creation of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, and delivered the closing
prayer in its 1982 dedication.

In 1984, President Ronald Reagan
spoke on his eyewitness account of the
1983 Beirut barracks bombing.

After retiring from the military, the
rabbi served as the National Director
of Interreligious Affairs for the Amer-
ican Jewish Community and then spe-
cial assistant to the Secretary and
Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force,
serving at the equivalent military
range of brigadier general.

Across his career, he received several
awards including: the Defense Superior
Service Medal, the Department of the
Air Force Decoration for Exceptional
Civilian Service, and the Chapel of
Four Chaplains Hall of Heroes Gold Me-
dallion.

He has always been a spiritual inspi-
ration, and now inspires me to Google
how far the golf balls were hit on the
Moon.

Madam Speaker, I am honored to
welcome Rabbi Resnicoff to the House
of Representatives today, and person-
ally thank him for his leadership and
for offering the opening prayer.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
KUSTER of New Hampshire). The Chair
will entertain up to 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

PASS AN AGENDA THAT IS FOR
THE PEOPLE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, last
night, the President came to the floor
here and highlighted important issues
like the need to fix our aging infra-
structure and lower the cost of pre-
scription drugs.

These are issues that I know I and
many of my colleagues are ready to
work with the President on. However,
the President does have some history
of saying things and then not nec-
essarily following through.

In fact, last State of the Union, the
President promised a $1.5 trillion infra-
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structure plan, but the next month, re-
leased an inadequate proposal that put
nearly all the burden on States and
local governments to fund those nec-
essary repairs.

In October of 2016, then-candidate
Trump promised in Michigan that not
one plant would close on his watch.
But this year we saw General Motors
slash 14,000 jobs in North America, in-
cluding in my district. And while the
President has promised to protect pub-
lic health, we have seen his own admin-
istration refuse to act on important
drinking water and health protections.

Throughout his calls to fix the bro-
ken immigration system, he continues
to govern by tweet, chant, and manu-
factured crises. The President has to
rise for the occasion. We have an agen-
da that is for the people, and I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues
across the aisle to enact it.

—————

BORN ALIVE ABORTION
SURVIVORS PROTECTION

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to speak on behalf of babies
who survive abortions and are born
alive.

The Constitution clearly states that
all persons born in this country are en-
titled to life, liberty, and equal protec-
tion under the law.

Our Founding Fathers did not put
age limits on who is entitled to life,
but over the past month, I have been
astounded and horrified to watch rad-
ical legislators upend the Constitution
and argue that babies who survive
abortions should not be given the same
level of medical care that all other
newborn babies receive.

New York legislators repealed a law
mandating medical care for any baby
born alive during an abortion. A law
proposed in Virginia would allow abor-
tions up to the very moment of full de-
livery.

Congress must act to protect those
who cannot protect themselves. This
week, I introduced the Born Alive
Abortion Survivors Protection Act,
H.R. 962, which merely ensures that ba-
bies who survive abortions receive im-
mediate lifesaving care, which is very
simple. We choose life or we choose
death.

————

FREE PETER BIAR AJAK FROM
SOUTH SUDAN

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak about Peter Biar Ajak,
a husband, father, and renowned peace
activist unlawfully detained in South
Sudan.

In July of 2018, Peter was arrested by
South Sudan security forces. He has
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been held without charge or trial ever
since, and has frequently been denied
access to his family, counsel, medical
care, and adequate food.

Peter was one of Sudan’s Lost Boys
who resettled to Philadelphia and at-
tended La Salle University where 1
taught for 10 years. I knew Peter as a
brilliant student and leader. He later
went on to Harvard and Cambridge.

He is a dedicated peace activist, who
cofounded South Sudan Young Leaders
Forum. In his work, he has criticized
South Sudan’s leaders for failing to se-
cure permanent peace for their people.

Incredibly, Peter is now under inves-
tigation for crimes, including treason
and terrorism. If charged and con-
victed, Peter could be sentenced to
death. In reality, he is being persecuted
for speech. I call on President Kiir to
release Peter and all political prisoners
in South Sudan.

————

RECOGNIZING OMAHA PUBLIC
SCHOOLS FOUNDATION AND DI-
RECTOR TOBA COHEN-DUNNING

(Mr. BACON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Omaha Public
Schools Foundation and its director,
Toba Cohen-Dunning for their commit-
ment to the children attending Omaha
Public Schools.

The Foundation was established in
1984 with $1,555, gifted by teachers and
staff. It is now a multimillion-dollar
foundation serving the students and
teachers in Nebraska’s largest school
district.

Last November, the Foundation was
recognized with the Investor in Amer-
ica Award by the Partners for Livable
Communities which acknowledges
groups and individuals who use cre-
ative public and private partnerships
to create more opportunities for liv-
able communities.

As director of the Foundation, Toba
directs a unique model of social entre-
preneurship that invests the revenues
from early childhood education and
childhood programs to scholarships for
high school seniors, teacher innovation
and classroom grants, and community
partnership projects.

Madam Speaker, I offer my congratu-
lations to Ms. Cohen-Dunning and the
staff of the Foundation for their com-
mitment to our children.

————

HONORING CHILDREN’S
HEALTHCARE OF ATLANTA FOR
THEIR WORK FIGHTING SICKLE
CELL ANEMIA DISEASE

(Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta for
their extraordinary work in fighting
sickle cell anemia disease, and pro-
viding comprehensive medical care for
thousands of our children in Georgia.
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